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SECRET STATE 083970 TOSEC 030166 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MO, AG, SS, 

SUBJECT: ALGERIANS SUGGEST MEDIATION OF SAHARA DISPUTE 


1 . YOU WILL HAVE NOTED ITEM IN MIDEAST SUMMARY OF TODAY 
THAT ALGERIANS HAVE ASKED NIGERIANS TO RAISE WESTERN 
SAHARA ISSUE WITH THE PRESIDENT DURING HIS VISIT. THIS 
MAY BE RELATED TO RECENT DISCUSSION AMBASSADOR HAYNES HAD 
IN ALGIERS WITH SENIOR MFA OFFICIAL WHO SUGGESTED THAT 
U.S. MIGHT PASS ON TO KING HASSAN ALGERIA'S WILLINGNESS 
TO MEET SECRETLY WITH MOROCCANS, MAURITANIANS AND POLISARIO 
TO DISCUSS NEGOTIATED SOLUTION TO SAHARA DISPUTE. 


2. IMPLICATION WAS THAT USG MIGHT SOMEHOW PLAY INTER- 
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MEDIARY ROLE TO ORGANIZE SUCH A MEETING. ALGERIAN CAVEAT 
WAS THAT THEY HAVE NOT AS YET OBTAINED POLISARIO APPROVAL 
FOR SUCH AN INITIATIVE BUT WERE IN PROCESS OF DISCUSSING 
ISSUE WITH POLISARIO. 


3. AMBASSADOR ANDERSON ADVISES STRONGLY AGAINST U.S. 
ASSUMING ROLE OF INTERMEDIARY. HE BELIEVES ALGERIAN 
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SUGGESTION IS A PLOY INTENDED TO SOW FURTHER SEEDS OF 
DOUBT IN MOROCCAN MINDS ABOUT U.S. POSITION. HE CITES 
ALGERIAN INSISTENCE ON PARTICIPATION OF POLISARIO, A 

PRE-CONDITION HE FEELS WOULD BE TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE TO 
THE MOROCCANS, AS EVIDENCE THE ALGERIANS ARE NOT SERIOUS. 

4. UNTIL WE HAVE EURTHER INFORMATION DEPARTMENT NOT 
PREPARED DISMISS ENTIRELY POSSIBILITY THAT ALGERIANS 
ACTUALLY MAY BE INTERESTED IN NEGOTIATIONS. RESULTS OE 
FRENCH ELECTIONS SUGGEST PARIS WILL CONTINUE SUPPORT 
MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA, RATHER THAN PULL RUG OUT PROM 
UNDER THEM, AS ALGERIANS HOPED WOULD BE CONSEQUENCE OF 
VICTORY BY FRENCH LEPT. AT SAME TIME, DEPARTMENT 
RECOGNIZES MOROCCAN REACTION TO ANY APPEARANCE OP U.S. 
PRESSURE TO NEGOTIATE ON PRESENT ALGERIAN TERMS COULD 
BE EXTREMELY NEGATIVE, PARTICULARLY AS IT WOULD COME ON 
HEELS OF OUR REFUSAL TO ALLOW MOROCCANS TO USE OUR ARMS 
IN SAHARA. 

5. SHOULD SUBJECT BE RAISED IN LAGOS, WE WOULD RECOMMEND 
FOLLOWING POSITION: 

- WE HAVE ALWAYS SUPPORTED A PEACEPUL SETTLEMENT TO THE 
SAHARA DISPUTE. TO THAT END, WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY 
SUPPORTED UNGA ACTION REPERRING ISSUE TO OAU AS COMPETENT 
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REGIONAL PARTY. 

- WE ARE, THEREFORE, DISAPPOINTED TO LEARN THAT PROSPECTS 
SEEM TO BE FADING FOR EARLY OAU MEETING TO DISCUSS 
SAHARA ISSUE. 

- WE WOULD APPRECIATE NIGERIAN EVALUATION OP WHETHER 
OAU MEETING COULD BE HELD SOON AND WOULD URGE NIGERIANS 
TO USE THEIR INPLUENCE TO BRING THIS ABOUT. 

- (IP NIGERIANS SAY ALGERIANS WANT U.S. TO BE INTER- 
MEDIARY) THANK YOU FOR CONVEYING THIS MESSAGE. WE 
CERTAINLY WILL STUDY IT CAREFULLY. COOPER 
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INFO ALGIERS & RABAT DTD 01 APR 78 

QUOTE: SECRET STATE 083970 TOSEC 030166 

EXDIS 

E.O.I1652: GDS 


TAGS: MO, AG, SS, 


SUBJECT: ALGERIANS SUGGEST MEDIATION OF SAHARA DISPUTE 

1 . YOU WILL HAVE NOTED ITEM IN MIDEAST SUMMARY OF TODAY 
THAT ALGERIANS HAVE ASKED NIGERIANS TO RAISE WESTERN 
SAHARA ISSUE WITH THE PRESIDENT DURING HIS VISIT. THIS 

MAY BE RELATED TO RECENT DISCUSSION AMBASSADOR HAYNES HAD 
IN ALGIERS WITH SENIOR MFA OFFICIAL WHO SUGGESTED THAT 
U.S. MIGHT PASS ON TO KING HASSAN ALGERIA'S WILLINGNESS 
TO MEET SECRETLY WITH MOROCCANS, MAURITANIANS AND POLISARIO 
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TO DISCUSS NEGOTIATED SOLUTION TO SAHARA DISPUTE. 

2. IMPLICATION WAS THAT USG MIGHT SOMEHOW PLAY INTERA- 
MEDIARY ROLE TO ORGANIZE SUCH A MEETING. ALGERIAN CAVEAT 
WAS THAT THEY HAVE NOT AS YET OBTAINED POLISARIO APPROVAL 
FOR SUCH AN INITIATIVE BUT WERE IN PROCESS OF DISCUSSING 
ISSUE WITH POLISARIO. 
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3. AMBASSADOR ANDERSON ADVISES STRONGLY AGAINST U.S. 
ASSUMING ROLE OF INTERMEDIARY. HE BELIEVES ALGERIAN 
SUGGESTION IS A PLOY INTENDED TO SOW FURTHER SEEDS OF 
DOUBT IN MOROCCAN MINDS ABOUT U.S. POSITION. HE CITES 
ALGERIAN INSISTENCE ON PARTICIPATION OF POLISARIO,A 
PRE-CONDITION HE FEELS WOULD BE TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE TO 
THE MOROCCANS, AS EVIDENCE THE ALGERIANS ARE NOT SERIOUS. 

4. UNTIL WE HAVE FURTHER INFORMATION DEPARTMENT NOT 
PREPARED DISMISS ENTIRELY POSSIBILITY THAT ALGERIANS 
ACTUALLY MAY BE INTERESTED IN NEGOTIATIONS. RESULTS OF 
FRENCH ELECTIONS SUGGEST PARIS WILL CONTINUE SUPPORT 
MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA, RATHER THAN PULL RUG OUT FROM 
UNDER THEM, AS ALGERIANS HOPED WOULD BE CONSEQUENCE OF 
VICTORY BY FRENCH LEFT. AT SAME TIME, DEPARTMENT 
RECOGNIZES MOROCCAN REACTION TO ANY APPEARANCE OF U.S. 
PRESSURE TO NEGOTIATE ON PRESENT ALGERIAN TERMS COULD 
BE EXTREMELY NEGATIVE, PARTICULARLY AS IT WOULD COME ON 
HEELS OF OUR REFUSAL TO ALLOW MOROCCANS TO USE OUR ARMS 
IN SAHARA. 

5. SHOULD SUBJECT BE RAISED IN LAGOS, WE WOULD RECOMMEND 
FOLLOWING POSITION: 

-WE HAVE ALWAYS SUPPORTED A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT TO THE 
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SAHARA DISPUTE. TO THAT END, WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY 
SUPPORTED UNGA ACTION REFERRING ISSUE TO OAU AS COMPETENT 
REGIONAL PARTY. 

-WE ARE THEREFORE, DISAPPOINTED TO LEARN THAT PROSPECTS 
SEEM TO BE FADING FOR EARLY OAU MEETING TO DISCUSS 
SAHARA ISSUE. 

-WE WOULD APPRECIATE NIGERIAN EVALUATION OF WHETHER 
OAU MEETING COULD BE HELD SOON AND WOULD URGE NIGERIANS 
TO USE THEIR INFLUENCE TO BRING THIS ABOUT. 

-(IF NIGERIANS SAY ALGERIANS WANT U.S. TO BE INTER- 
MEDIARY)THANK YOU FOR CONVEYING THIS MESSAGE. WE 
CERTAINLY WILL STUDY IT CAREFULLY. COPER UNQUOTE 
CHRISTOPHER 
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